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REFS: (A) LISBON 1 143 (DTG 21 1 129Z FEB 76), (B ) THOMAS - 
S/S-0 TELCON OF FEB 21 

1 . FONMIN MELO ANTUNES ANNOUNCED AT 5:45 AM LOCAL FEB 22 

THAT PRESIDENT HAD RECOGNIZED MPLA GOVERNMENT. ANNOUNCEMENT 

FOLLOWED EXTRAORDINARY FEB 21-22 COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING (REF A) 


2. AS YET, THERE HAS BEEN NO REACTION TO RECOGNITION 
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM ESTIMATED 300,000 TO 400,000 MAINLY 
ANTI-MPLA ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN PORTUGAL. 

3. MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES' REACTIONS HAVE BEEN AS 
EXPECTED: 

- PS: EXPRESSING HOPE FOR EARLY PEACE IN ANGOLA AND 
PS DETERMINATION TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE 
PROTECTION OF PORTUGUESE INTERESTS THERE. SOCIALIST 
LEADER MARIO SOTTOMAYOR CARDIA EMPHASIZED THAT IT WAS 
PRESIDENT WHO HAD MADE RECOGNITION DECISION. CARDIA SAID 
THAT RIGHT OF REFUGEES NOW IN PORTUGAL TO RETURN TO ANGOLA 
SHOULD BE GUARANTEED. 

- PPD: IN TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE, POPULAR DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY SECGEN SA CARNEIRO BLASTED RECOGNITION DECISION. 
SOVIET-CUB AN INFLUENCE IN ANGOLA, HE SAID, AMOUNTED TO 
"NEO-COLONIALISM." HE REITERATED HIS PARTY'S 
OPPOSITION TO RECOGNITION UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 
CONSPICUOUSLY ALLEGING PCP, PS, AND, ESPECIALLY, PRESIDENT 
COSTA GOMES'S SUPPORT FOR RECOGNITION. 

- PCP: COMMUNIST SPOKESMAN CARLOS ALBOIM INGLES OBSERVED 
THAT HIS PARTY HAD ALWAYS FAVORED RECOGNITION, EXPRESSING 
REGRET ONLY THAT IT HAD NOT COME SOONER. 

- CDS: SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC CENTER PARTY PRESIDENT 
FREITAS DO AMARAL SAW IN THE DECISION A CONDONEMENT OF 
"SOVIET-CUBAN IMPERIALISM." HE TOOK RECOGNITION DECISION 
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AS POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR EXPRESSING CDS LACK OF CONFIDENCE 
IN AZEVEDO GOVERNMENTAL PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN IT. 

4. COMMENT: REFUGEE FAILURE TO REACT IMMEDIATELY TO 
RECOGNITION DECISION POINTS UP THEIR CONTINUING INABILITY 
TO DEVELOP THE COHESION, LEADERSHIP, AND INSTITUTIONS 
NECESSARY TO MAKE THEM AN EFFECTIVE POLITICAL FORCE IN 
THEIR OWN RIGHT. SPORADIC - POSSIBLY VIOLENT - PROTESTS ARE 
LIKELY BUT WILL HAVE LITTLE EFFECT. THE REFUGEES NONETHELESS 
REMAIN A POTENTIAL Y IMPORTANT ELECTORAL BLOCK; THE DEMOCRATIC 
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PARTIES' REACTIONS TO RECOGNITION ARE TAILORED WITH AN EYE TO THEIR 
EFFECTS ON THE REFUGEE VOTE. 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RECOGNITION, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LISBON01 161 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760068-0055 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760224/aaaaaujs.tel 

Line Count: 118 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 LISBON 1143 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 JAN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 JAN 2004 by morefirh>; APPROVED <1 1 AUG 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PORTUGAL RECOGNIZES RPA 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, PO, AO, MPLA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



